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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 1 recites the color patterns being “soft”. The specification provides no guidance 
on what this term means, “soft” is relative and thus the claim is ambiguous. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by USPN 6,668,751 to 
Henke. 



4. 



Henke teaches a tool coating with colored patterns comprising: 
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a tool coating foundation having a surface (32, FIG. 2 and associated text, molded soft plastic); 
and at least one colored dye pattern layer being soft and pliable attached to the surface of the tool 
via a color adhesive strip (col. 4, lines 1-15, instant claim 1 is met). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over USPN 6,668,751 
to Henke in view of USPN 6,726,868 to Panfili et al. as evidenced by USPN 5,516,143 to Lang 
et al. 

6. Henke essentially teaches the claimed invention. 

7. Henke does not teach a transparent film applied to the colored pattern. 

8. Panfili teaches a tool comprising: a handle (7, Fig. 5 and associated text) having a first 
color pattern thereon (1, Fig. 5 and associated text); and a protective cover (3, Fig. 5 and 
associated text) of molten resin injection molded polypropylene or Santoprene® thermoplastic 
elastomer, (col. 4, lines 25-38, col. 5, lines 14-16) completely exhibiting a portion of the first 
color pattern enclosed therein. Panfili teaches the cover is of Santoprene® but does not refer to 
it as transparent. Lang is used to show evidence of molded Santoprene® that is a transparent 
plastic (col. 2, lines 57-63 of Lang). 
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9. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have modified the 
tool of Henke to include a transparent film applied to the colored patterns of Henke because 
Panfili teaches a tool having colored patterns having a protective cover of Santoprene® 
thermoplastic elastomer (col. 4, lines 25-38, col. 5, lines 14-16 of Panfili) and Lang is used to 
show evidence of molded Santoprene being transparent (col. 2, lines 57-63 of Lang). The 
combination would act to protect the color pattern from being damaged. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tamra L. Dicus whose telephone number is 571-272-1519. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00-4:30 p.m., alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Rena Dye can be reached on 571-272-3186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 





